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difficulty and frequently the mother requires assistance. Calving is often hard with heifers carrying their first calf. Some cows are too fat. In others the pelvic bones do not have enough elasticity to allow the free passage of the calf, In most cases, the cow will do the job as nature intended and only an occasional one will need help. When this is needed, try to give her the best and most intelligent aid available. Some cows calve standing while others calve lying down. In a standing birth the navel cord will probably break as the new-born calf drops to the ground. If the mother is lying down at the time of birth, the cord will be broken as soon as she rises to her feet.
AFTER CALVING DUTIES
If an animal is exhausted after the calf is born, a homemade stimulant is sometimes of value. This can be supplied in the form of a quart or two of strong black coffee. It should be remembered that the cow is in a very weakened condition and careful attention should be paid to her diet. Lukewarm water is best for drinking. When she shows any desire for feed, a bran mash should be given. If the barn is cold, a blanket will aid in keeping up her spirits. Good care at this time will be an incentive to prompt passage of the afterbirth. As soon as the afterbirth is expelled, it should be removed before the animal has opportunity to eat it. This in itself may not cause any trouble, but it is not considered good practice.
The time of the first milking after calving will depend on the condition of the udder. The calf will take enough of the first milk so it may not be necessary to milk the animal.even in part until after twenty-four hours. It is best not to milk the udder out fully at any one time for three or four days after calving. This is thought to have a bearing on the prevention of milk-fever. After two or three days the cow may be introduced gradually to the regular feeds. About two weeks will elapse before she is on full feed.